iCommLaw™
1547 Palos Verdes, #298
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
Phone: (415) 699-7885
Facsimile: (925) 274-0988
anita@icommlaw.com

June &, 2020
Via Electronic Mail

CASF_Application_Questions@cpuc.ca.gov

California Public Utilities Commission

Communications Division CASF Staff

505 Van Ness Avenue, Third Floor

San Francisco, CA 94102-3298

Re:  Re: Challenge to Citizens Telecommunications Company of California Inc. d/b/a Frontier
Communications CASF Application for Mad River FTTP Project

Dear Communications Division CASF Staff,

Pursuant to Executive Director Stebbins’ March 20, 2020 directive, and Section
281(f)(8),! Velocity Communications, Inc., an Internet Service Provider (“ISP”) operating
broadband networks in Northern California hereby challenges the California Advanced Services
Fund (“CASF”) application submitted by Citizens Telecommunications Company of California
Inc. d/b/a Frontier Communications (“Frontier”’) for Mad River. This challenge is based on three
grounds: 1) the CASF award area proposed by Frontier overlaps with an existing CASF award to
IP Networks, Inc. and 2) Velocity is currently working to build out in the area and will be
providing served broadband speeds within the next six months, obviating the need for CASF

funds and 3) Frontier does not demonstrate that the middle mile portion of the project is

indispensable.

L All statutory references are to the California Public Utilities Code unless otherwise noted.

1



Velocity notes that the Commission’s May 18, 2020 notice of the Frontier CASF
application states that ISPs do not need to submit challenges for census blocks shown as
ineligible on the Commission’s Interactive Broadband Map.?> Census blocks for Frontier’s Mad
River CASF application are shown to be served by IP Networks and its ISP partner 101 Netlink
on the Commission’s Broadband Map. Additional census blocks are targeted for imminent
deployment of broadband by Velocity. Thus, the proposed service areas are not eligible for
CASF monies and Velocity may not have needed to challenge the application. Nonetheless, out
of an abundance of caution, Velocity is submitting this challenge to ensure the Commission takes
account of the data showing that all but two of the census blocks in Frontier’s CASF application
are or will soon be served so that the Commission can place the burden of proof on Frontier if it

decides to attempt to demonstrate that the area is not served.

(L4 b

Counsel for Velocity Communications, Inc..

2 Notice of New Applications for CASF Infrastructure Grant Account Funding, May 18, 2020, at p. 2
(“CASF Notice”).
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ShawnBarker@ShawnBarkerConstruction.com
sheaton@rcrcnet.org
Shelly.Lyser@cpuc.ca.gov
sherri.wheatley@speakerbus.com
showsare@firstchoicetele.com
silvcomm@yahoo.com
simon@paclw.com
sirusz@planetonline.com
skraut@metropcs.com
sl7@cpuc.ca.gov
sleal@lakeside.k12.ca.us
smalllecs@cwclaw.com
smartriverside@riversideca.gov
smartvoicenetwork@gmail.com
smdaniel@horizoncable.com
smdaniel@horizoncable.net
smendez@mcgrawcom.net
Sonja@ConiferCom.net
sp7@cpuc.ca.gov
spappalardo@renegadetech.com
spentney@chambersgroupinc.com
sperrotte@800response.com
srbryanjr@pintelco.com
srt@cpuc.ca.gov
SSanta@covad.com
sschifando@digitalpath.net
sschultz@ypiusa.org
ssearle@ekit-inc.com
sstricker@tspan.net
stacie.castro@cpuc.ca.gov
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Stephanie.Cassioppi@uscellular.com
stephanie.jackson@ncic.com
stephen.h.kukta@sprint.com
StephenRobertRoss@yahoo.com
steve.bowen@bowenlawgroup.com
steve@avispmail.com
steve@cdsl.net
steve@frontiergeotek.com
steve@thinkingphones.com
steve@wilson-creek.net
steveblum@tellusventure.com
STEVIN@COMITYCOMMUNICATIONS.COM
sthomas@tminc.com
sue@warp2biz.com
supers@touch-tel.com
support@airenetworks.com
support@bijt.net
support@colfaxnet.com
support@ewnet.net
support@gosnc.com
support@got.net
support@keyway.net
support@snowcrest.net
support@tcsn.net
support@willitsonline.com
susan.beltz@ousd.org
susan.lipper@t-mobile.com
suzannetoller@dwt.com
swilson@voyss.com
syanez@ccharities.org
takis@nettalk.com
tammy.cronin@valleyvision.org
tara.jackson@birch.com
tch@cpuc.ca.gov
teana@gtfredeen.com
tech@mlode.com
telewest@vail.net
terrynche@gmail.com
tf@velotech.net
tgc@cpuc.ca.gov
tgcvc@sbcglobal.net
TGondai@NAAC.org
tgoren@g2sol.net
thecardroominc@aol.com
theradioshop@jimsradioshop.com
thomas.haluskey@ecntel.com
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thomas.k.braun@sce.com
tim@digitalwest.net
tim@ivedc.com
tim@telequality.com
timj@ponderosatel.com
tina@x2comm.com
tig@cpuc.ca.gov
tkirby@tminc.com
tlynch@telecomlawyers.com
tmelgaard@wavebroadband.com
todd@nationalcomtel.com
todd@nccom.com
tom.bardo@nelsonmullins.com
tom@westfamily.org
tommcveigh@yahoo.com
tomspeed@nationalda.com
tony.tully@cpuc.ca.gov
tony@razzolink.com
tonya@siskiyoucounty.org
Torry.Somers@charter.com
traci.romedy@cw.com
tracy@mixnetworks.com
travis@tctelephone.net
tray@extenetsystems.com
trevor@RoycroftConsulting.org
TRhine@RCRCnet.org
Trish.Kelly@valleyvision.org
Trish@MendocinoBroadband.org
tsanders@icoe.org
tswift@ustelestar.com
ttf@cpuc.ca.gov
twatts@radiuscapitalpartners.com
twinston@womensaudiomission.org
Tym.Rutkowski@mossadams.com
unitedtelecomca@yahoo.com
vanessa.leon@spectrotel.com
vicent.petrescu@necc.us
Vincent.Coppey@cpuc.ca.gov
VinhcentL@Greenlining.org
vspehar@fidelityvoice.com
vtownsend@paytel.com
wac@cpuc.ca.gov
waihun@cot.net
wayne@2talk.com
wes@uia.net
wgl@cpuc.ca.gov
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wgandy@ecllc.com
william.c.prentice@gmail.com
william.kuchler@verizonwireless.com
William.Sanders@sfcityatty.org
william.sanders@sfgov.org
woolfson@telswitch.com
wsamms@unitedwaysca.org
wsatterb@csufresno.edu
WYe@truconnect.com
XiaoSelena.Huang@cpuc.ca.gov
XLeonard@gmail.com
yolande.wilburn@co.nevada.ca.us
You-Young.Sellden@cpuc.ca.gov
ysmythe@caltel.com
yxiong2@hmongculturalcenter.net
Yzabelle.DelaCruz@ValleyVision.org
zebzankel@dwt.com
zjsalaam@hotmail.com
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