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Since 2012, I have been calling on the FCC to open up more of the 5 GHz band for unlicensed 
use.1  That’s because this spectrum is tailor-made for the next generation of high-speed, wireless 
broadband.  Making available more spectrum in the band will mean more robust and ubiquitous wireless 
coverage for consumers, more manageable networks for providers, more test beds for innovative
application developers, and other benefits we can’t even of conceive today.  So I was pleased when 
Chairman Genachowski agreed to launch this proceeding back in 2013.2

Unfortunately, the proceeding then lay dormant for two years.  

That didn’t sit well with some.  Thankfully, a large number of federal officials, including 
Senators John Thune, Bill Nelson, Cory A. Booker, Claire McCaskill, Gary C. Peters, and Marco Rubio,3

Representatives Bob Latta4 and Anna Eshoo,5 and Commissioners Michael O’Rielly and Jessica 
Rosenworcel,6 raised a bipartisan chorus for the FCC to get this proceeding moving again.  And now we 
have a path forward.

I am pleased that the agency is putting all options on the table.  As we enter what will hopefully 
be the final stretch of this proceeding, we need to do so with open minds.  The FCC allocated this 
spectrum for Dedicated Short Range Communications (DSRC) operations at the end of the last century.  
DSRC is intended to enable wireless communications to promote safety for both vehicle-to-vehicle and 
vehicle-to-infrastructure purposes.  But at the time of the allocation, we did not have the commercial 
applications or new radar technologies that can play a key role in improving highway safety and thus 
saving lives.

My hope is that we make a smart decision quickly—both in this spectrum band and in the lower, 
120 MHz of the 5 GHz band—to allow this spectrum to directly benefit consumers.  I look forward to 
working with my colleagues on doing just that.
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