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COMMENTS	  OF	  VELOCITY	  COMMUNICATIONS,	  INC.	  
ON	  DRAFT	  RESOLUTION	  T-‐17548	  

	  
1.	  Introduction	  
	  
	   In	  accordance	  with	  Rule	  14.5	  of	  the	  California	  Public	  Utilities	  Commission	  

Rules	  of	  Practice	  and	  Procedure,	  Velocity	  Communications,	  Inc.	  submits	  these	  

comments	  and	  objections	  to	  Draft	  Resolution	  T-‐17548.	  The	  draft	  resolution	  

concerns	  the	  application	  of	  Inyo	  Networks,	  Inc.	  for	  a	  California	  Advanced	  Services	  

Program	  grant	  for	  the	  Digital	  299	  Middle	  Mile	  Broadband	  project.	  

	   On	  August	  24,	  2015,	  Velocity	  Communications,	  Inc.	  submitted	  its	  protest	  to	  

Inyo	  Networks'	  application	  for	  grant	  funding.	  Velocity's	  objections	  are	  noted	  in	  the	  

draft	  resolution.	  The	  draft	  resolution	  contains	  data	  on	  broadband	  speed	  testing	  

which	  is	  now	  outdated.	  Much	  has	  changed	  since	  CPUC	  staff’s	  investigation	  ended.	  

The	  Commission	  does	  not	  have	  before	  it	  the	  current	  levels	  of	  broadband	  service	  

provided	  by	  Velocity	  Communications,	  Inc.	  	  Since	  the	  investigation	  ended,	  Velocity	  

has	  made	  upgrades	  to	  its	  network	  and	  will	  interconnect	  with	  existing	  middle	  mile	  

fiber	  in	  the	  area	  during	  the	  month	  of	  February.	  These	  improvements	  provide	  

Velocity	  Communications,	  Inc.	  with	  almost	  unlimited	  capacity	  within	  the	  service	  

area.	  

	  
2.	  	   Applicable	  Law	  	  

	   A.	  Standards	  that	  apply	  in	  granting	  funds.	  

	   The	  purpose	  of	  the	  California	  Advanced	  Services	  Fund	  is	  to	  encourage	  

deployment	  of	  broadband	  service	  that	  will	  promote	  economic	  growth,	  job	  creation,	  

and	  the	  substantial	  benefits	  of	  advanced	  technology.	  Public	  Utilities	  Code	  section	  

281(a.)	  Priority	  is	  given	  to	  last	  mile	  broadband	  access	  for	  households	  that	  are	  

unserved.	  Any	  party	  challenging	  an	  application	  shall	  have	  "the	  opportunity	  to	  
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demonstrate	  actual	  levels	  of	  broadband	  service	  in	  the	  project	  area,	  which	  the	  

commission	  shall	  consider	  in	  reviewing	  the	  application."	  Section	  281(b)(2.)	  

	   Funding	  "shall	  not	  be	  approved	  until	  after	  any	  existing	  facilities-‐based	  

provider	  has	  an	  opportunity	  to	  demonstrate	  to	  the	  commission	  that	  it	  will,	  within	  a	  

reasonable	  timeframe,	  upgrade	  existing	  service."	  An	  existing	  facilities	  provider	  may,	  

but	  is	  not	  required	  to,	  apply	  for	  funding.	  Section	  281(e)(3)(B.)	  	  

	   B.	  The	  commission's	  decision	  should	  rest	  on	  actual	  levels	  of	  service.	  

	   Section	  281(e)(3)(C)	  of	  the	  Public	  Utilities	  Code	  provides	  "that	  the	  

commission	  shall	  provide	  each	  applicant,	  and	  any	  party	  challenging	  an	  application,	  

the	  opportunity	  to	  demonstrate	  actual	  levels	  of	  broadband	  service	  in	  the	  project	  

area,	  which	  the	  commission	  shall	  consider	  in	  reviewing	  the	  application."	  

	   More	  information	  has	  come	  to	  light	  since	  the	  investigation	  ended,	  including	  

the	  addition	  of	  a	  fiber	  optic	  connection	  to	  Velocity's	  network.	  

	   The	  project	  description	  that	  must	  be	  provided,	  as	  part	  of	  a	  grant	  application,	  

requires	  the	  submission	  of	  data	  to	  prove	  that	  the	  area	  proposed	  is	  unserved	  or	  

underserved,	  including	  average	  upload	  and	  download	  speeds.	  The	  application	  must	  

estimate	  potential	  subscriber	  size	  and	  estimated	  potential	  subscriber	  adoption	  plan.	  

Sections	  14,	  15	  and	  16	  of	  the	  Public	  Utilities	  Commission's	  California	  Advanced	  

Services	  Fund	  application.	  	  

	   As	  set	  forth	  below,	  Inyo	  Networks,	  Inc.	  did	  not	  provide	  accurate	  data	  on	  the	  

issue	  of	  whether	  the	  subject	  area	  is	  unserved	  or	  underserved,	  and	  the	  data	  that	  it	  

did	  provide	  is	  now	  outdated.	  The	  figures	  on	  which	  the	  Commission	  is	  asked	  to	  make	  

a	  decisions	  are	  incomplete,	  and	  further	  investigation	  is	  warranted	  so	  that	  the	  

Commission	  has	  all	  the	  facts.	  

	  

3.	   Issues	  

	   Velocity	  Communications,	  Inc.	  has	  served	  the	  communities	  of	  Weaverville,	  

Hayfork,	  Lewiston,	  Douglas	  City,	  Trinity	  Center,	  Hoopa	  and	  Willow	  Creek	  for	  over	  

ten	  years.	  	  The	  data	  reported	  by	  Inyo	  Networks	  is	  not	  entirely	  accurate.	  If	  Velocity	  

Communications	  is	  further	  excluded	  from	  this	  process,	  it	  will	  suffer	  harm	  to	  its	  

business.	  
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	   Here	  are	  additional	  facts	  that	  are	  not	  included	  in	  the	  draft	  resolution,	  or	  in	  

Inyo	  Networks,	  Inc.'s	  grant	  application:	  

	   A.	  	  Velocity	  Communications	  has	  signed	  a	  contract	  to	  access	  existing	  middle	  

mile	  fiber	  in	  Weaverville,	  giving	  Velocity	  almost	  unlimited	  capacity	  in	  Trinity	  County	  

and	  surrounding	  areas.	  It	  is	  anticipated	  that	  this	  connection	  will	  be	  completed	  

sometime	  during	  the	  month	  of	  February	  2017.	  

	   B.	  	  Velocity	  Communications	  has	  upgraded	  several	  microwave	  links	  to	  

outlying	  communities,	  to	  allow	  for	  more	  bandwidth.	  This	  upgrade	  took	  place	  after	  

the	  Commission	  ended	  its	  investigation	  of	  Velocity's	  speeds,	  and	  after	  Velocity	  

submitted	  its	  August	  24,	  2015	  letter	  opposing	  the	  project.	  

	   C.	  	  Velocity	  is	  now	  able	  to	  meet	  the	  6/1.5	  served	  criteria	  in	  Lewiston,	  and	  

Velocity	  has	  additional	  evidence	  to	  present	  on	  speed	  tests	  in	  the	  service	  areas.	  The	  

decision	  should	  not	  rest	  on	  the	  limited	  data	  referenced	  in	  the	  draft	  resolution,	  

gathered	  during	  a	  short	  window	  of	  time	  and	  before	  Velocity's	  service	  capacity	  

increased.	  	  Velocity	  would	  also	  like	  to	  be	  heard	  on	  its	  efforts	  to	  provide	  coverage	  in	  

the	  Downriver	  Area	  of	  Trinity	  County	  (in	  Burnt	  Ranch	  and	  other	  communities.)	  

Section	  281(e)(B)(3)	  of	  the	  Public	  Utilities	  Code	  grants	  the	  existing	  facilities-‐based	  

provider	  the	  "opportunity	  to	  demonstrate	  to	  the	  commission	  that	  it	  will,	  within	  a	  

reasonable	  timeframe,	  upgrade	  existing	  service."	  A	  connection	  to	  existing	  middle	  

mile	  fiber	  optic	  cable	  in	  the	  next	  few	  weeks	  constitutes	  a	  "reasonable	  timeframe."	  

	   	  

The	  Commission	  ought	  to	  require	  additional	  information	  and	  investigation	  

from	  the	  applicant,	  and	  develop	  more	  facts	  before	  awarding	  this	  grant.	  	  The	  project	  

proposed	  by	  Inyo	  Networks,	  Inc.	  duplicates	  services	  and	  risks	  harming	  Velocity's	  

business.	  	  Inyo	  Networks,	  Inc.	  has	  never	  contacted	  Velocity	  Communications	  about	  

this	  project	  and	  grant	  application,	  but	  according	  to	  the	  draft	  resolution,	  Inyo	  has	  

been	  in	  contact	  with	  Frontier	  Communications,	  a	  company	  that	  does	  not	  even	  

currently	  provide	  internet	  service	  in	  Trinity	  County.	  

	   Based	  in	  Weaverville,	  and	  locally	  owned	  and	  operated	  for	  15	  years,	  Velocity	  

already	  provides	  services	  to	  much	  of	  the	  populated	  areas	  of	  Trinity	  County.	  Travis	  

Finch	  founded	  Velocity	  Communications	  in	  2001,	  while	  he	  was	  in	  high	  school.	  The	  
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company	  was	  incorporated	  in	  2004.	  Travis	  Finch	  built	  this	  business	  without	  any	  

subsidies,	  grants	  or	  conventional	  loans.	  The	  Velocity	  Communications	  network	  

covers	  over	  700	  square	  miles.	  Velocity	  provides	  service	  free	  of	  charge	  to	  many	  non-‐

profits	  and	  community	  organizations	  in	  Trinity	  County,	  and	  provides	  fiber	  optic	  

services	  in	  the	  Weaverville	  area.	  This	  type	  of	  entrepreneurship	  deserves	  the	  

Commission's	  support.	  

	   Velocity	  is	  a	  local	  company	  that	  is	  growing	  along	  with	  available	  technology,	  

with	  business	  plans	  calling	  for	  expansion.	  Velocity	  asks	  that	  the	  investigation	  be	  re-‐

opened	  and	  that	  the	  hearing	  be	  tabled	  pending	  completion.	  

	  

4.	   Conclusion	  

For	  the	  foregoing	  reasons,	  Velocity	  Communications,	  Inc.	  asks	  that	  the	  

investigation	  into	  the	  facts	  be	  reopened,	  and	  that	  Velocity	  Communications,	  Inc.	  be	  

granted	  the	  opportunity	  to	  provide	  additional	  data	  to	  the	  Commission	  consistent	  

with	  these	  comments	  and	  objections,	  to	  demonstrate	  actual	  levels	  of	  broadband	  	  

service	  in	  the	  project	  area.	  

	  

Dated:	  January	  30,	  2017	   	   	  

	  

Respectfully	  submitted,	  

	  

_____________/s/______________________________________	  

Jeanette	  Palla,	  attorney	  for	  Velocity	  Communications,	  Inc.	  
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Certificate	  of	  Service	  

I	  hereby	  certify	  pursuant	  to	  the	  laws	  of	  the	  State	  of	  California	  and	  pursuant	  to	  the	  

Commission's	  Rules	  of	  Practice	  and	  Procedure,	  I	  have	  this	  day	  served	  a	  true	  copy	  of	  

the	  COMMENTS	  OF	  VELOCITY	  COMMUNICATIONS,	  INC.	  on	  all	  parties	  identified	  on	  

the	  attached	  service	  list,	  and	  on	  the	  Administrative	  Law	  Judge	  for	  this	  proceeding,	  

John	  Baker	  at	  john.baker@cpuc.ca.gov.	  	  

Service	  was	  effectuated	  by	  transmitting	  copies	  via	  email	  to	  all	  parties	  who	  have	  

provided	  an	  email	  address.	  First	  class	  mail	  posted	  in	  California	  will	  be	  used	  if	  

electronic	  service	  cannot	  be	  effectuated,	  with	  proof	  of	  service	  to	  be	  provided.	  

Executed	  this	  30th	  day	  of	  January,	  2017	  at	  Weaverville,	  California.	  

	  

_____________/s/______________________________________	  

Suzanne	  Iadiano	  

Administrative	  Assistant	  
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sales@rockyridge.us
sales@skyq.com
samuel.sheagren@viasat.com
sandi.romena@gmail.com
sandrawilliams@netoneint.com
sandy@sedcorp.biz
sarapw@ftcpa.net
sbogdan@broadviewnet.com
scannon@quick-‐tel.com
schat@schat.net
schwenkl@gic.csuchico.edu
scott.ringo@cinbell.com
scott@myrep.net
SDabbs@CSUFresno.edu
sdavis@voyss.com
sdize@ovctelecom.com
sean@accesshumboldt.net
SEDWARDS@cde.ca.gov
selbytelecom@gmail.com
seth@101netlink.com
sfenker@earthlink.net
sfenker1@earthlink.net
sfetzer@cctonline.net
sflessner@wjcable.net
sfrisch@sierrabusiness.org
shala@goldline.net
shance@atcaa.org
shannon.wagner@deltacom.com
sharon.e.adams@xo.com
sharon.watkins@mclmllc.com
ShawnBarker@ShawnBarkerConstruction.com
sheaton@rcrcnet.org
sherri.wheatley@speakerbus.com
sherri@broadcore.com
shobbs@megapath.com
showsare@firstchoicetele.com
shurlbert@shafter.com
silvcomm@yahoo.com
SIM@cpuc.ca.gov
SimonKim@KTamerica.com
simsph@dpiteleconnect.com
sirusz@planetonline.com



sjoachim@redwoodtelephone.com
skellogg@neutraltandem.com
skraut@metropcs.com
slarson@linchousing.org
smalllecs@cwclaw.com
smartriverside@riversideca.gov
smartvoicenetwork@gmail.com
smdaniel@horizoncable.com
smdaniel@horizoncable.net
smendez@mcgrawcom.net
sntaylor@cot.net
spappalardo@renegadetech.com
SPark@ITSCommunications.com
sperrotte@800response.com
srbryanjr@pintelco.com
srt@cpuc.ca.gov
SSanta@covad.com
sschifando@digitalpath.net
ssearle@ekit-‐inc.com
ssinclair@airdis.com
sstricker@tspan.net
sstudebaker@dtslfca.com
stacie.castro@cpuc.ca.gov
stacie.nothem@humboldt.edu
stephan.shin@cosmobridge.co.jp
Stephanie.Cassioppi@uscellular.com
stephanie.jackson@ncic.com
stephen.h.kukta@sprint.com
Steve.sharpe@sonoma-‐county.org
steve.south@vocalocity.com
steve@avispmail.com
steve@cds1.net
steve@frontiergeotek.com
steve@thinkingphones.com
steve@wilson-‐creek.net
steveblum@tellusventure.com
steven.au@newworldtel.com
Steven.karp@humboldt.edu
STEVIN@COMITYCOMMUNICATIONS.COM
sthomas@tminc.com
sue@warp2biz.com
supers@touch-‐tel.com
support@airenetworks.com
support@ap.net
support@bjt.net
support@calweb.com
support@colfaxnet.com
support@ewnet.net
support@goldstate.net



support@got.net
support@keyway.net
support@snowcrest.net
support@tcsn.net
support@willitsonline.com
susan.lipper@t-‐mobile.com
suzannetoller@dwt.com
swilson@voyss.com
swindsor@tsra.org
swong@globalcomcorp.com
tajit.mehta@clearwire.com
takis@nettalk.com
tara.jackson@birch.com
tara.thronson@valleyvision.org
taxelton@c1-‐slo.com
tbiddix@telecomgroup.com
tch@cpuc.ca.gov
tdelgado@lccomminc.com
teana@gtfredeen.com
tech@mlode.com
telewest@vail.net
tf@velotech.net
tgc@cpuc.ca.gov
tgcvc@sbcglobal.net
tgentry@zayo.com
tgoren@g2sol.net
thecardroominc@aol.com
theradioshop@jimsradioshop.com
thomas.haluskey@ecntel.com
thomas.k.braun@sce.com
thomas.selhorst@att.com
tim@digitalwest.net
tim@telequality.com
tim@vidafon.com
timj@ponderosatel.com
tina.colvin@quest.com
tina.manning@centurytel.com
tina@x2comm.com
tjg@cpuc.ca.gov
tkeane@lebbsi.com
tkimura@nobelglobe.com
tkirby@tminc.com
tlynch@telecomlawyers.com
tmelgaard@wavebroadband.com
todd@nationalcomtel.com
todd@nccom.com
todd_west@inter-‐tel.com
todds3@cox.net
tolson@oacys.com



tom.bardo@nelsonmullins.com
tom@uatnow.com
tom@viscominternational.com
tom@westfamily.org
tom@zeustele.com
tomie_Nelson@adp.com
tommcveigh@yahoo.com
tomspeed@nationalda.com
tony.tully@cpuc.ca.gov
tony@razzolink.com
tonya@siskiyoucounty.org
traci.romedy@cw.com
tracy@mixnetworks.com
travis@tctelephone.net
tray@extenetsystems.com
trevor@RoycroftConsulting.org
trisa.struckman@satventuresmanagement.com
tsanders@icoe.org
tsungi.ludy@lightyear.net
tswift@ustelestar.com
ttf@cpuc.ca.gov
tvaitkus@infohighway.com
twalsh@oneabinetwork.com
twc.regulatory.complaints@twcable.com
tweiksnar@bullseyetelecom.com
Tym.Rutkowski@mossadams.com
unitedtelecomca@yahoo.com
vanessa.leon@spectrotel.com
veronica@nordisksystems.com
vgarcia@cabrilloedc.org
vic@interconnectionservices.com
vicent.petrescu@necc.us
victor@bktgroup.com
vspehar@fidelityvoice.com
vtownsend@paytel.com
wac@cpuc.ca.gov
waihun@cot.net
wayne@2talk.com
wayne_foster@mitel.com
wes@uia.net
wg1@cpuc.ca.gov
wgandy@ecllc.com
whaas@mcleodusa.com
william.adler@globalstar.com
william.c.prentice@gmail.com
william.kuchler@verizonwireless.com
william.sanders@sfgov.org
wirawan.krisman@team.telstra.com
woolfson@telswitch.com



wsatterb@csufresno.edu
wscheppy@above.net
XiaoSelena.Huang@cpuc.ca.gov
XLeonard@gmail.com
xsh@cpuc.ca.gov
ysmythe@caltel.com
zebzankel@dwt.com
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