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March 22, 2010 
 

Honorable Secretary Larry Strickling 
Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunications Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington DC  
 
Dear Secretary Strickling: 
 
This letter is to express my support for the Central Coast Broadband Consortium’s grant application to 
the National Telecommunications Information Administration’s Broadband Technology Opportunities 
Program (BTOP) to fund their project to connect the Central Coast’s telecommunications networks. 
 
The Central Coast Broadband Consortium (CCBC) is a broad based alliance of community members 
and local government agencies that are working together in order to develop a plan that will provide 
equitable broadband access to the residents of Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito Counties.  More 
than 70 participants were involved in the planning process over the past year to ensure that the 
CCBC’s plan encompasses the needs of businesses, schools, public agencies, and citizens throughout 
the Central Coast region. 
 
If you are not familiar with the Central Coast of California, its geography is extremely diverse and 
ranges from rugged coastline, like that of Big Sur, to agricultural fields, like those adjacent to the 
Pajaro River, to extremely mountainous, in-land terrain, like the Santa Cruz Mountains.  This 
topography poses challenges when attempting to provide adequate broadband service to the residents 
of this area and the CCBC’s proposed Broadband Grid would connect the region’s gaps in 
telecommunication, allowing for increased economic development, better communication for public 
safety agencies, and access to online resources for research and education. 
 
Since the CCBC is involved with local government agencies in all three counties, they are in a unique 
position to ensure that the broadband connectivity needs of Central Coast residents are met and I 
respectfully request your favorable consideration of the Central Coast Broadband Consortium’s grant 
application.   
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact An McDowell, in my Monterey District Office, at (831) 649-2832.    

 
Sincerely, 
 

 

WILLIAM W. MONNING 
Assemblymember, 27th District 
WWM:am 
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215 Union Street, P. O. Box 1930 
Watsonville, California 95077 
Telephone: 831.768.3300 
Fax : 831.724.3335 
Email: police@ci.watsonville.ca.us 
 
 
 
 
Friday, March 26, 2010 
 
Dear grantor, 
 
This letter is in support of a fiber optic network that will provide high speed 
internet service and enhanced connectivity for government, the public and non-
profit service providers throughout our three-county region.  
 
The City of Watsonville has a proven track record of successful prevention 
activity and the deployment of technology and other creative measures to reduce 
crime and deter offenders. But faced with growing violent gang motivated activity, 
we are desperately looking for ways to strengthen communication so that 
residents and police can help prevent further violence. 
 
In addition to supporting our many computer-based investigative functions, high 
speed internet will enable us to post full-length crime alert and education videos 
on our website, something we ve had difficulty implementing due to our current 
limitations.    
 
Improved connectivity will open the door to many other connectivity platforms 
and will immediately support our current partnership with the school district 
aimed at protecting the lives of students and faculty. Remotely controlled 
cameras have significantly improved in resolution and quality, but require a large 
bandwidth, something our current system struggles to support. The success of 
this vital program depends on a robust communication infrastructure. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to improving the quality of life 
for our community through this vital fiber optic project. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
MANNY SOLANO 
CHIEF OF POLICE    
 

MANNY SOLANO 
CHIEF OF POLICE 



                  City of Marina                                                              City of Marina 

                                                                        211 HILLCREST AVENUE 

                                                                          MARINA, CA  93933 

                                                                       831- 884-1278; FAX 831- 384-9148 

                                                                                                   www.ci.marina.ca.us 

 

 

March 24, 2010 

 

 

The Honorable Secretary Larry Strickling 

Assistant Secretary 

National Telecommunications Information Administration 

US Department of Commerce 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

RE: Central Coast Broadband Consortium Grant – Letter of Support 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 

I am writing in support of the Central Coast Broadband Consortium economic stimulus grant to build a 312-mile fiber 

optic network that is affordable access to information and economic opportunities and will connect the unserved and 

underserved areas of Monterey, Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties. 

 

The Consortium includes virtually every public agency in the three-county region and a large number of educational and 

non-profit institutions.  This network will provide high speed Internet service and inter-facility connectivity to 

government and non-profit organizations throughout the City of Marina as well as the three-county region.  

 

High speed Internet connectivity and/or high speed connectivity between facilities will improve the effectiveness of the 

City of Marina will: 
 

1. Increase productivity, outreach to constituents, services to business clients, and expanded business opportunities; 
 

2. Marina’s constituents and clients’ needs for improved, affordable Internet access; 
 

3. Improve connectivity will help the City of Marina fulfill its mission and meet the central goals of the broadband 

stimulus program - i.e., increase in employment, serving those with limited or no access, for public health and 

safety, recreational and cultural activities for our youth, teens and seniors; and provide access/connectivity in the 

Marina Library, Teen Center, Senior Center and the Rocky Han Community Center in Marina, and with our non-

profit agencies the City of Marina partners with for a myriad of programs serving and benefiting the entire 

community. 
 

4. Improve broadband facilities will help the City of Marina better service the low-income or unemployed people, 

and senior citizens; and 
 

5. Spur job creation and stimulate long-term economic growth and opportunity, particularly for those most affected 

by the recession, on aiding public safety, and helping to stabilize local government budgets. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Anthony J. Altfeld 

City Manager 

City of Marina 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

S e r v i n g   a   W o r l d   C l a s s   C o m m u n i t y 

 



















 

 

Post Office Box 156 Soledad, CA  93960  Phone (831) 223-5014  Fax (831) 223-5091 

March 22, 2010         VIA: Email  

 

The Honorable Secretary Larry Strickling, Assistant Secretary 

National Telecommunications Information Administration 

US Department of Commerce 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 

The City of Soledad is located in the original agricultural base area in the middle of California 

and prospered on cattle, wheat and barley until the 1890's when an influx of Swiss and Swedish 

immigrants established dairy operations in the area. The community's agricultural base changed 

in the 1920's to the development of row crops. This increased Soledad's population of temporary 

agricultural workers, as portrayed in John Steinbeck’s novel, “Of Mice and Men” which used 

Soledad as a backdrop.  

The City of Soledad was officially 

incorporated as a municipality by the State of 

California on March 9, 1921. The City's 

official name, Soledad, was derived from the 

Mission Nuestra Senora de la Soledad. 

(Soledad meaning “solitude”).  

The City's economic base diversified in the 

1940's, with the establishment of the 

California Department of Corrections' Soledad 

Training Facility located 3 miles north of the 

City. The facility was officially annexed to the 

City in 1992. The Correctional Training 

Facility expanded in 1996 with the addition of 

the Salinas Valley State Prison.  

 

 
 

The community is in serious need of connection to the digital information networks of the 

modern century. The City is in full support of the Central Coast Broadband Consortium’s 

Federal Economic Stimulus grant to build a 310-mile fiber optic network that will connect the 

unserved and underserved areas of Monterey, Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties and provide 

high speed Internet service and inter-facility connectivity to government and non-profit 

organizations throughout this tri-county region. 

 

As one of the “Node” locations for this lower southern part of the middle mile we see this as part 

of the City’s economic development strategy. As our education district will reinforce, our 

community is made up of the population 86% Latino, 33% migrant and 50% English Learners.  

 

Our community is located in a rural area of South Monterey County and many of our families are 

unemployed or underemployed. This increased access to Internet interconnectivity is critical to 

bring our families and our community into the 21
st
 century of global communication resources, 



 

 

Post Office Box 156 Soledad, CA  93960  Phone (831) 223-5014  Fax (831) 223-5091 

allowing us to link electronically with many other agencies. 

 

Since governmental agencies, like many throughout the nation, are experiencing financial 

difficulties, any support we can receive to improve the reliability and affordability of Internet 

access would definitely improve the effectiveness of our district and our ability to connect with 

our local families and other support agencies, thus resulting in substantial benefits for our entire 

community. 

 

Thank you for considering our application to provide the opportunity for residents of Santa Cruz, 

San Benito and Monterey Counties to enjoy the same affordable access to information and 

economic opportunities as our Silicon Valley neighbors. 

 

You may contact my office at (831) 223-5076. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Stephen P. Compton 

Finance Director 
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March 26,2010 

 

Central Coast Broadband Consortium 

c/o Arlene Krebs, Director, WeTEC 

CSU Monterey Bay 

100 Campus Center, Bldg. 18 

Seaside, CA 93955 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

 

The Monterey County Business Council is pleased to submit this letter of support for the 

Central Coast Broadband Consortium and their grant application for broadband stimulus 

funding. We fully support the proposed plan to connect the Central Coast and recognize the 

importance of a well-designed, high-speed broadband network to the economy of the region. 

 

The Monterey County Business Council is an alliance of business executive and professionals 

providing collaborative leadership to help people from business, government, education, and 

the community work together on countywide issues reflecting our organization’s strong 

commitment to the environment, economic vitality, and quality of life. As a non-profit 

corporation that promotes the concept of public-private partnerships, we value the diverse 

cross-section of stakeholders who have participated in the Central Coast Broadband 

Consortium to develop our region’s plans. Their collective expertise represents a critical factor 

in a successful project, and the team’s commitment is demonstrated in this grant application 

seeking funds to provide broadband connectivity in Monterey, San Benito, and Santa Cruz 

counties.  

 

Our community stands to benefit from this regional broadband initiative in many ways, 

including new job opportunities, improved efficiencies in local government, smart grid 

applications, reliable networks for public safety and emergency response, advanced 

telemedicine systems, widespread community access, enhanced distance learning and 

education & research networks. None of these benefits can be realized without a high speed 

backbone, the middle mile of the network. With a high speed fiber backbone connecting the 

communities of the California Central Coast, it becomes viable to establish last mile access 

networks to serve our diverse communities. 

 

We fully support this grant request. Broadband is required in the community for the 

opportunities and jobs it can bring. With a current unemployment rate of 17.8, we desperately 

need broadband in our communities to allow us to compete with a majority of U.S regions.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Mary Ann Leffel, President, Monterey County Business Council 











 

-479- -477-5239 

March 26, 2010 
 
Lawrence E. Strickling 
Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunications & Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
Dear Secretary Strickling: 
 
Cabrillo College, a California Community College, serves over 17,000 students from 
Santa Cruz County and the Monterey Bay region. The college has a strong commitment 
to providing pathways to prosperity for our students, local employers, and our 
communities. It is this commitment which leads us to support the Central Coast 
Broadband Consortium.  
 
Our college has made substantial investments in developing and offering computer 
science and computer networking and systems administration programs. We have worked 
closely with Cisco to create networking programs that are aligned with industry standards 
and that keep up-to-date with rapidly evolving technologies and we have developed 
strong partnerships with four-year schools to provide transfer pathways for our students 
in this field. Our faculty are currently serving as co-principal investigators on two NSF-
funded projects devoted to developing community college pathways into information 
technology careers. We attract many students from surrounding colleges because of the 
strength of our program and our faculty, our advanced curriculum, and our delivery of 
courses through the Internet. 
 
We have a strong commitment to ensuring access for all of our students to these high-
skill, high-wage careers. A project such as that proposed by the CCBC will result in the 
creation many networking jobs and related employment. Access to skilled, high-wage 
careers motivated our development of the Digital Bridge Academy, a program that has 
had remarkable success in bridging low-income, under-prepared students into the 

r technical education programs. This program recently 
received over $2.8 million from the Gates Foundation to support its expansion to other 
colleges throughout the country. 
 
The creation of a local wide area network that links government and higher education 
would be of great benefit to our community and our students. Increasing numbers of our 
students are finding work with local government and higher education as the utilization 
of computer technology has expanded. IT department representatives from other higher 
education institutions and local government agencies are active in our advisory 
committees to ensure that they have a source of high quality candidates for job openings 



as well as a source for education to help keep their existing staff current with new 
developments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Rock Pfotenhauer 
Dean, Career Education & Economic Development 
 









 
 
California State University, Monterey Bay  
100 Campus Center  
Seaside, CA 93940  
  
March 19, 2010 
  
Lawrence E. Strickling  
Assistant Secretary  
National Telecommunications & Information Administration/NTIA  
US Department of Commerce  
Washington, DC 20230  
  
California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB), a federally designated Hispanic 
Serving Institution, fully supports the collaborative and innovative efforts of California’s 
Central Coast Broadband Consortium and its second application to the NTIA, filed in a 
public-private partnership with Cruzio.  
 
The goal of this initiative to provide broadband access to the un-served and under-
served areas of the Tri-County region (Monterey, San Benito and Santa Cruz counties) 
is admirable and closely aligns with the goals and core philosophy our University--
whose vision to engage with our local community includes the mandate to use 
technology as a catalyst to transform people’s lives.  
 
Our region, known as the Salad Bowl of America, includes many low-income, 
historically underserved people. The children of our migrant farm workers are our 
students. This project to provide a middle mile broadband grid has the potential to bring 
information access, jobs, education, and other benefits to the region and will be a 
cornerstone for the region's growth for years to come. Over the past 6 years, this project 
has received and will continue to receive the University’s full support – from our IT staff, 
our administration, and our faculty.  
 
Over one-half of our student population (4,000) each semester participates in service 
learning projects with over 350 local public sector organizations. Our Service Learning 
Institute is one of three institutions nationally that received the Presidential Award as 
part of the President's Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll. Our BTOP 
Comprehensive Community Infrastructure application will help to deliver Internet access 
to these community groups—many of which have limited or no access to the Internet. 
  
As one of the key conveners of the CCBC, the University has supported this initiative 
with in-kind donations of staff time, technical and administrative support, as well as  
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March 22, 2010 

 

 

The Honorable Secretary Larry Strickling 

Assistant Secretary 

National Telecommunications Information Administration 

US Department of Commerce 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 

Re:  Support for ARRA Stimulus Funds Application Round 2  Central Coast Broadband 

 

The University of California, Santa Cruz strongly supports the CCBC proposal to add new fiber-based 

data communications in Santa Cruz, Monterey and San Benito counties. We believe the region will 

greatly benefit from the added diversity of services and hardening provided by independent varied fiber 

pathways.  We note that the proposed fiber footprint will give us more direct connections to peer research 

and teaching institutions in our area. This implementation will make local collaborations both easier and 

less expensive.  Had such a connection been in place when we experienced a major fiber cut in 2009, we 

would probably not have experienced the nearly twenty-four hour communication loss to the UCSC 

campus and Santa Cruz community. 

 

UCSC has a critical need for dark fiber infrastructure, which provides the capability to provision 

wavelength-switched circuits on-demand. This capability is essential to meet the growing requirements of 

cutting-edge research performed by the University. There are no sources (commercial or otherwise) for 

such infrastructure in the region.  In addition, IT Services at UCSC directly and indirectly spends several 

hundred thousand dollars a year on carrier-provided communications services.  Several of our services to 

satellite facilities in Monterey County could cost-effectively be switched to the CCBC network when it 

becomes operational.   
 

UCSC has contributed and will continue to contribute the time of some of our most highly skilled staff 

engineers to support this project. As we see it, the public/private partnerships represented in this proposal 

illustrate an impressive level of cooperation, collaboration and commitment to the improvement of 

regional communication infrastructure. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to work as collaborators on this important initiative. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Mary Doyle, PhD  

Vice Chancellor Information Technology 

 

 

Cc: Donna Blitzer, University Relations 

 Bruce Margon, Office of Research 

 Brad Smith, IT Services 



Post Office Box 520, Big Sur, CA 93920 • (831) 6672113 • A TAX EXEMPT NONPROFIT CORPORATION • T.I.N. *94-2840361 • www.bigsurfire.oro  

March 24, 2010 
To: The Central Coast Broadband Consortium 

RE: Support for the Broadband Stimulus Funds Application 

The Big Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade (BSVFB) is one of only a small number of volunteer fire 
brigades in Monterey County. Our area of responsibility stretches along California Route One from 
Hurricane Point at mile marker 58.0 south to the Monterey county line at mile marker U.D. Funding 
for the Brigade is primarily through donations and grants. 

The BSVFB was actively involved in fighting the Basin Complex and Chalk Fires of 
2008, the third largest fire in California history. Communications is an integral part of fire fighting and 
during this disaster, communications was at best intermittent and worst, not even possible. The 
rugged and mountainous terrain of the Big Sur coast presents a unique challenge for implementing 
a reliable communications system. 

A broadband network running the length of California Route One, would provide for a reliable and 
necessary communications infrastructure that would allow for voice over Internet and real-time fire 
mapping and weather conditions. 

With outside fire companies and law enforcement coming into Big Sur during these large fire storms, 
implementation of a broadband system would enable a standard for a reliable communications 
network not only among outside groups, but among the local sheriff, CHP, Big Sur Health Center, 
St. Parks, USFS and the Fire Brigade network as well. 

On a daily basis, the Fire Brigade responds to local fires, winter flash floods and mud slides, 
medical emergencies, traffic accidents, search and rescue and rescues of 
individuals in vehicles that drive off the steep roadway cliffs. Again, a robust broadband infrastructure 
along California Route One would allow for reliable communications within this difficult terrain where 
line of sight VHF and UHF radios breaks down. 

The Big Sur Fire Department would be pleased to commit a location for a node that 
would have not only benefit for disaster related purposes, but for the benefit of the 
whole community including schools, Health Centers and our Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT).  We look forward to discussing this opportunity. The market 
lease value of this property would be approximately $1,500 per month. 

The BSVFB is in full support of the Central Coast Broadband Consortium (CCBC) and its efforts in 
applying for the very much needed broadband grants. 

Sincerely, 

Martha Karstens, Chief 
Big Sur Volunteer Fire Brigade 



 

 
March 26, 2010 

 
Honorable Secretary Larry Strickling 
Assistant Secretary 
National Telecommunications Information Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
Washington DC 
 

  RE: Support for the Broadband Stimulus Funds Application: 
 
  Dear Secretary Strickling: 
 
 The Big Sur Health Center (BSHC), an independent, state-licensed, not-for-profit, community clinic, serves the 2,000 
residents of Big Sur, commuting workers, and 3,000,000+ tourists who visit the area annually. As the only medical facility 
between the Monterey Peninsula (30 miles to the north) and Cambria (70 miles to the south), BSHC provides local, 
culturally and linguistically appropriate, affordable, quality medical care. 

 
  For the hazardous coastline of Big Sur, during extreme weather conditions, road closures, frequent large-scale fires, 
mudslides, flooding,, BSHC provides 24-hour-on-call service, home welfare visits, medication service (at times, via 
helicopter transport) and coordination with local emergency teams.  Phone lines go down; emergency radios and cell 
phones don’t work in some rugged terrain. Communication is vital, and difficult. 

 
  During the summer and fall of 2008, Big Sur was devastated by the third largest forest fire in California's history. USFS & 
BSHS staffed two base camp medical clinics, avoiding long travel to the emergency room and providing immediate on-
site evaluation and treatment, so that fire personnel could return to their crews to continue their important work. 
Emergency communication was often hindered due to lines being over capacity.  After 34 days, USFS calculated that the 
clinics, which treated over 1300 patients, saved USFS over $2 million. 

 
  To assure disaster protection,  long-term management, and exchange of critical patient data, BSHC  has: T1 data transfer 
capabilities; patient health documents in a PM/EMR system (eClinicalWorks); a contract with Community Clinics Health 
Network (CCHN), a non-profit technical services organization, to host the eCW system;; participation in California 
Telehealth Network's Rural Health Care Pilot Program, when the network becomes available to our area; explored links 
with Community Hospital of Monterey Peninsula (CHOMP)’s IT and lab internet systems.  

 
  BSHC supports the Central Coast Broadband Consortium (CCBC) grant application for broadband, which is a 

critical need for the service agencies in Big Sur. The expertise and public participation of CCBC will empower 
and support BSHC’s vital work described above.    

 
  Sincerely, 

 

  Sharen Carey, PA-C 

  Executive Director 

 

 

46896 Highway 1, Big Sur CA 93920 • A Tax-Exempt Nonprofit Corporation • TIN 77-0077112 • 831-667-2580 







 

March 19, 2010 

 

The Honorable Secretary Larry Strickling, Assistant Secretary 

National Telecommunications Information Administration 

US Department of Commerce 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 Soledad Unified School District Is in full support of the Central Coast 

Broadband Consortium’s Federal Economic Stimulus grant to build a 312-mile fiber 

optic network that will connect the unserved and underserved areas of Monterey, 

Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties and provide high speed Internet service and 

inter-facility connectivity to government and non-profit organizations throughout this 

tri-county region. As a local public education agency, our district serves infants 

through adults with educational services. Our K-12 population is 4,255 students, 86% 

Latino, 33% migrant and 50% English Learners. Fifty percent of our parents have 

less than a 3
rd

 grade education. Since our district is located in a rural area of South 

Monterey County and many of our families are unemployed or underemployed, this 

increased access to Internet interconnectivity is critical to bring our families and our 

community into the 21
st
 century of global communication resources, allowing us to 

link electronically with many other agencies. 

 Although 90% of our families have cell phones, only 50% have Internet 

connectivity in their homes. Providing them with improved, affordable Internet 

access will enhance and improve our community’s global connection and lead to 

increased employment, improved access to health, public safety, education, distance 

learning and other community outreach services. We anticipate that this project will 

spur job creation and stimulate long-term economic growth, which is sorely needed 

in our small, rural community. 

 Since our district, like many throughout the nation, is experiencing financial 

difficulties, any support we can receive to improve the reliability and affordability of 

Internet access would definitely improve the effectiveness of our district and our 

ability to connect with our local families and other support agencies, thus resulting in 

substantial benefits for our entire community. 

  Thank you for considering our application to provide the opportunity for 

residents of Santa Cruz, San Benito and Monterey Counties to enjoy the same 

affordable access to information and economic opportunities as our Silicon Valley 

neighbors. 

 

             Sincerely, 

     Linda Coyne 

      Linda Coyne, Director 

      Soledad Adult School 

 



 

March 19, 2010 

 

The Honorable Secretary Larry Strickling, Assistant Secretary 

National Telecommunications Information Administration 

US Department of Commerce 

Washington, DC 20230 

 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

 Soledad Unified School District Is in full support of the Central Coast 

Broadband Consortium’s Federal Economic Stimulus grant to build a 312-mile fiber 

optic network that will connect the unserved and underserved areas of Monterey, 

Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties and provide high speed Internet service and 

inter-facility connectivity to government and non-profit organizations throughout this 

tri-county region. As a local public education agency, our district serves infants 

through adults with educational services. Our K-12 population is 4,255 students, 86% 

Latino, 33% migrant and 50% English Learners. Fifty percent of our parents have 

less than a 3
rd

 grade education. Since our district is located in a rural area of South 

Monterey County and many of our families are unemployed or underemployed, this 

increased access to Internet interconnectivity is critical to bring our families and our 

community into the 21
st
 century of global communication resources, allowing us to 

link electronically with many other agencies. 

 Although 90% of our families have cell phones, only 50% have Internet 

connectivity in their homes. Providing them with improved, affordable Internet 

access will enhance and improve our community’s global connection and lead to 

increased employment, improved access to health, public safety, education, distance 

learning and other community outreach services. We anticipate that this project will 

spur job creation and stimulate long-term economic growth, which is sorely needed 

in our small, rural community. 

 Since our district, like many throughout the nation, is experiencing financial 

difficulties, any support we can receive to improve the reliability and affordability of 

Internet access would definitely improve the effectiveness of our district and our 

ability to connect with our local families and other support agencies, thus resulting in 

substantial benefits for our entire community. 

  Thank you for considering our application to provide the opportunity for 

residents of Santa Cruz, San Benito and Monterey Counties to enjoy the same 

affordable access to information and economic opportunities as our Silicon Valley 

neighbors. 

 

             Sincerely, 

     Jorge Guzman 

      Jorge Guzman, District Superintendent 

       

 


